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settlers of New England ran away from sporl in
England, to found a commonwealth,, whore one
of the names for the devil was diversion, and
another amusement. It was said of those people,
the Puritans,that they believed hell to be a place
where every one must mind his own business.
At a time when English parsons and school-
masters were some of them playing cricket on
Sunday afternoons, and others of them hunting
two or three days a week in the season, their
representatives in America, who should have at-
tempted to imitate such enjoyments, would have
been ridden out of their parishes on rails, or con-
fined in a mad-house. In America to-day it
would be difficult to find a clergyman over sixty
years of age who had been a distinguished athlete
in his college days; in England even the stranger
can count such by the score.

This ancestry of sport marks the difference in
the way we Americans look al sporl, and it also
marks the very great difference in the auspices
under which we practise it. In America boys
play with boys almost exclusively; even a profes-
sional coach for the crew, or the ball $ine, in a
source of much discussion and dissension. Eng-
lish schools have not one, but several, profession-
als, and what is most important of all, English
boys play their games, a good part of the time at